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Eldon Gath, President of Earth Consultants International since its founding in 1997, is a consulting engineering geologist, has 30+ years of experience in the identification, investigation, and remediation of geologic hazards, involving land use planning, environmental assessments, field exploration programs, and presentation of findings. He has particular experience with the evaluation of active faults for construction site planning, and the development of seismic/geologic safety programs and policies. He has considerable international experience, including field projects in Turkey, Panama, Mexico, Costa Rica and Papua New Guinea, as well as project involvement in a dozen others.
Eldon is a 1978 graduate of the University of Minnesota, Institute of Technology, with a BS degree in Geology.  He has been in graduate school ever since; MS program at Cal State LA (1982-1990), PhD program at UC Riverside (1993–1996), PhD program at UC Irvine (1998–2008), but despite getting very close, he has never managed to complete the degree due to his busy consulting responsibilities, professional organization involvement, travel schedules; or conflicted priorities, if you ask his advisors.  Despite this, he has published almost 50 professional papers, two of which were awarded paper of the year, has given over 50 published abstract talks and been a coauthor as many more, and has given over 200 other presentations to civic groups, government agencies, universities, and professional societies, including almost 100 talks around the world during his term as the GSA/AEG Distinguished Lecturer.
He served as the geosciences member on a National Academy of Sciences’ National Research Council panel to develop the research agenda for the Networked Earthquake Engineering Simulation program, he served on the LA County Land Development Technical Advisory Committee for a decade in the 1990s, served on the California Board for Engineering, Land Surveyors and Geologists’ Geology Technical Advisory Committee for two years plus multiple assignments related to the Board’s various geology exam’s preparation or scoring, and he has participated multiple times as an Occupational Expert for the US Department of Labor.
In 1995 he was awarded the Aki Award for the Outstanding Paper Presentation at the California Academy of Sciences Annual Meeting for Active tectonic structures in the eastern Los Angeles basin, then in 2007 received the DEG Outstanding Presentation Award at the American Association of Petroleum Geologists’ Annual Meeting for Quaternary geomorphic development and seismic hazards of Orange County, California. Along with coauthors, he has received the 2010 Geological Society of America’s E.B. Burwell Outstanding Paper Award for The Geology of Los Angeles, and the 2012 Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists’ Claire P. Holdredge Outstanding Paper Award for Paleoseismology of the Pedro Miguel fault, Panama Canal. 
He served as South Coast Geological Society President in 1987, AEG Southern California Section Chair from 1990-1992, AEG Treasurer, Vice President, President from 1993-1997, is the SC Regional Director (2015-2018), received the AEG Floyd T. Johnston Service Award in 2008, was made an AEG Life Member in 2010, was elected a GSA Fellow in 2011, named an Honorary Member of the SCGS in 2012, was the AEG/GSA Richard H. Jahns Distinguished Lecturer in 2014-2015, and is the U.S. National Group Leader for the International Association of Engineering Geologists (2015-2018).  He is a member of AEG, GSA, AIPG, AAPG, EERI, IAEG, IAPG, AAAS, AGU, SSA, EGU, AMQUA, PDAC, and most local southern California geological societies.

