Cynthia E. Black

Cynthia was born and raised in Houston, Texas and Ruidoso, New Mexico.  Her full time working life began in 1973 as a typist, a convenience store clerk, a teaching assistant in a Philadelphia inner city middle school, and a cheese shop clerk, all of which helped prepare her for the unpredictability and excitement of the oil industry, not to mention the computer age.  

In 1975 she enrolled at Temple University, Philadelphia and began her lifelong interest in Geology.  A scholarship took her to the University of Aberdeen in Scotland where she graduated with a First Class Honours degree in Geology and Mineralogy.  She returned to Texas in 1980 to study under the revered Professor of Petroleum Geology, Robert R. Berg, and earned a Masters degree in Geology from Texas A&M in 1982.
   
In 1982 with Exxon, U.S.A. hired her as a geophysicist in Midland, Texas where she stayed for 13 years.  Between 1995-2005 she worked for Arco Permian, Burlington Resources, and private consulting.  These assignments covered many plays in the Mid-Continent including the Permian Basin, Wyoming Overthrust, Paradox and Anadarko Basins.  
   
Cynthia joined Occidental in 2005 and within two years was transferred to Bakersfield as Chief Geophysicist for Elk Hills.  Two years later the role expanded to all of California.  Last year the spin-off from Oxy created her most recent employer, California Resources.  Working California has been the pinnacle of Cynthia’s career.  Very little prepared her for the low frequencies, the difficult permitting, and the challenging statics and imaging problems.  Fortunately, she’s had the benefit of outstanding and exceptional people with whom to collaborate both within Oxy and the broader geoscience community in Bakersfield and LA area.  

Cynthia has a son who is graduating from Texas State, San Marcos, with a Computer Science degree after 5 years of service with the U.S. Army including a year in Iraq, a daughter-in-law with a law degree from Texas Tech, who works for the Travis County DA’s office in Austin, Texas, and a daughter who is a year from completing her M.S. in Fisheries Biology at the Juneau campus of University of Alaska Fairbanks, with a focus on halibut populations.  She also has 3 dogs with various accomplishments.

