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The GEOPATHS projects aims to establish an inter-institutional, co-curricular and extra-curricular, participatory field-based oceanographic research program to inspire and train diverse undergraduate students to pursue careers in the geo-sciences. This research/educational outreach program will integrate diverse students from a private urban coastal (USD) campus with students from a public rural inland (CSUB) campus, who will engage with scientists at the Scripps institution of Oceanography (SIO). The research is based on established, interdisciplinary, NSF funded investigations that have two primary goals: A) to investigate the factors that affect near-offshore marine sedimentation in the geographically unique, tectonically-active southern California continental margin (California Continental Borderland); and B) to understand the biological and ecological relationships between modern benthic foraminifera (“shelled” protists) and their environment in order to develop a better modern analog to use fossil foraminifera to assess past climate change.
